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with arms in their hands should be tried by a court-martial as traitors to their country. Murat commenced by gaining advantages which could not be disputed. His troops almost immediately took possession of Leghorn and the citadel of Ancona, and the French were obliged to evacuate Tuscany.
The defection of Murat overthrew one of Bonaparte's gigantic conceptions. He had planned that Murat and Eugene with their combined forces should march on the rear of the Allies, while he, disputing the soil of France with the invaders, should multiply obstacles to their advance; the King of Naples and the Viceroy of Italy were to march upon Vienna and make Austria tremble in the heart of her capital before the timid millions of her Allies, who measured their steps as they approached Paris, should desecrate by their presence the capital of France. When informed of the vast project, which, however, was but the dream of a moment, I immediately recognized that eagle glance, that power of discovering great resources in great calamities, so peculiar to Bonaparte.
Napoleon was yet Emperor of France; but he who had imposed on all Europe treaties of peace no less disastrous than the wars which had preceded them, could not now obtain an armistice ; and Caulaincourt who was sent to treat for one at the camp of the Allies, spent twenty days at Luneville before he could even obtain permission to pass the advanced posts of the invading army. In vain did Caulaincourt entreat Napo-leon to sacrifice, or at least resign temporarily, a portion of that glory acquired in so many battles, and which nothing could efface in history. Napoleon replied, "I will sign whatever you wish. To obtain peace I will exact no condition; but I will not dictate my own humiliation." This concession, of course, amounted to a determination not to sign or to grant anything.
In the first fortnight of January, 1814, one-third of France was invaded, and it was proposed to form a new Congress to be held at Chatillon-sur-Seine. The situation of Napoleon grew daily worse and worse. He was advised to 'seek extraordinary resources in the interior of the Empire, and was re- not entertain an antipathy toward Murat. - Editor of 1836 edition.n his youth, however, he had been placed at the College of Toulouse, and had availed himself to the utmost of the education bestowed upon him.    I do not ever recollect having presented myself before him on my return from executing any of his orders without his expressing his thanks to me in the most amiable manner.   One day he was returning from the Campo di Morte, when a woman in tears, and holding a petition in her hand, came forward to present it to him.   The King's horse, frightened at the sight of the paper, began to kick and rear, and ended by throwing his Majesty some distance from the spot.   After swearing roundly in the  French fashion, Joachim took   the paper and granted its petition, which was the life of the poor woman's husband, who was to have oeen executed on the following day.
